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The benzocyclooctene carboxylic acid 1 is a key intermediate in our recent total synthesis of the sesquiterpene parvifolin 2.1 Because of its importance within the synthetic scheme, an unambiguous proof of its structure became necessary and we have undertaken the X-ray crystal analysis of this compound. The sixmembered ring to which the methoxy and methyl groups are attached shows normal geometry: 1.386(4)A and 120.0(3)° for the mean C-C distance and internal angle, respectively. The eight-membered ring adopts a distorted boat conformation. The molecules are hydrogen-bonded between carboxyl groups forming centrosymmetric dimers. The 0(3)...0(2) and H(3) 0(2) distances are 2.651(3) and 1.78(4)A and the 0(3)-H...0(2) angle is 172(4)°. The H atoms of the CH, CH2 and CH3 groups were assigned coordinates based on the Table 3 Bond distances (A) and angles (°)
